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Gcntlc11wn, 

IN MY L AST .ANNUAL AbDH ESS TO YOfi, 
for w.rnt of more general anrl impor tant infon11,, ­

lion f«,m · the M embers of th~ Society, I cxhauskd 1110;1 of t!w 
J\griculturaJ and H (1rlicult11ra.l t,bscrvatious I had made ~im·~ 
in 1!1c Cc,lony , nud t he pa,t year has 1101 furnished inter, , u u,; 
111 \l'dty upon Utcs~ subjects to inclm.:t me i\l J>rc~cHt to tn..:~p,'\!,S 

vu your t ime at unn<·ce,snry leng th. 
'1/.e corn crops «cently •~cured not withstanding the <li ,>.-1-

"aut 1g~ 0f a se1.son tJf cxtrcnlc tlrought, appear iv h<~ pr\•dur•11~ .. c:: 

,if ~1.•cragc crop!t, and ccrt"'inly more cxtc11si"c t ha.n l!ave IJ _.. tr 

llitherto g rowu in the C,,louy . Wheat sown on t his side ol "'" 
M ountains in the mont hs of April and l\lay was more produ( ­
ti, c aud c·l·au~r of smul and ~rass seed, than wirnt wn';) sown 111 
J ,nc and July; barlc·y, rye a11d oaL• were productive .,avi11i,: 
crnp .... , Out, unlc~s the two former arc cot bt:fure the co,t1,ruaI v 
perioJ of ripcnc,s much of tl,c grain will ~c <lestruye<I by 1.;;, 
rav,~cs ~f t he wheat-moth and weh-cils. 

'l'11c early September maize planted (Ill rich alluvial banks cf 
l i\·tr~ anti crec-ks promises to yield a moderate crov, aud '.:!Otnc 

p hnte<l in N o,•emher on similar rich spots looks hculthfol , • •ill 
will co~ -., c!I, provi,kd it is assisted with nece,sMy rain in ti1•• 
""'" "e vf the present month, But the gcnernlity of the forc,t 
,tmunit rnaizc i~ so stunted and cot>[ess by the loug corninw <l 
pMcll ing drought, as must prove very discouraging to the c ;/. 
ti,·at<,r.s . The sluble maize, commonly the rno~t produc1i•1~• 
crop, h~s quite failed for want of g rowing moisture in the cuth; 
upt n tL.e whulc, great comparative diminution with f 1,rn,rr 
"'t'Rion, n1ust Le <-'xperienccd in lhc maize crop 1iuring d ie-! 
p1uent yc~ r. Before l conclude my report upon t!1c c,iru 
&;rops, 1 must express a hope, lhat country proprjl'tors \\•jll l!l)h­

~ider the ~1d\0 Rutni;es of <"rcctino wind-mi!Js _on .ittitablc d~~v,1t+ (l 
.s.ituati< ns to b • fuu ud Oi>on mo~t. cstat1.1s. Dy such cOJJ \"C'nicmte 
t ·1t"'y c..,uld rt:duce thctir corn early in the scasou ll> 1?1P. -l:> .111} 

J<c•~ping a11d portable state of flo
0

u r, a11d cons~quentiy >••~ th~ 
k 1,'t', 1 iia~c J,,st y ear cuumcratcd by insects rn,, •<irmin, ~cw.!• • 
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~11; criur b111'3 . Howcvcr severe the effects of the <lry wotl,u 
tt,on the pasturage, and the scantine;s of water i_n, many p_lac.e, 
Mill the cattle support wonderful good cond1hon until tin: 
)llf,fll t time. . • . • . . 

N otwill»tanilrng tne reduction 111 the price of wool m _En!(­
l•nd last year, sheep continue to be ob)ecM . of our pn_rnar_y 
consideration. The last season for the tirst 111ne, occa11oncd 
<Onsicerable losses in a few flocks, most imprudently kept )"' 
•pungy hills, boggy ,•allies, or rnoist,flats locally t1> be met w1th 
r11 11.c Bathurst country ·and ·elsewhere ;_ ar,d the frequent aud 
1:ta•y falls of rain "J,ich took place III the course of t11e la I 
.m11111er and autnmn, forced such ·a •pring of succul~nt gras•ts 

1.<i herbai;c in the,e wet spots as were calculai<,d to. disease ~'!'' 
rot . 1.ecp to a still ·more l'atal l!xtent in moot other chmalcs. 1 n 
pu,·c that the dis.-asc originated in the local cause I h., . ., 
Jnlinted out, it hns come to my knowledge, that ~art of sume ••t 
t ·,c flocka herded on 11,csc ill selected ~heefl station!, were, H • 

moved to eli• ible dry rurrs bet'ore the wet season set in, ~ huo 
thry pr.scr\i'd perfect licalll.,, nor ha,·e any of the B_rltl,ur.t 
tld,ks, j ndicionsly placed and m,u3gcu, suffered cxcepnng 111<, 
lo» uf a few old ewes, oll'ing in a gre1, measure to th_e dest tu•-
1ivc ,·ffcch of a more tlll'ln commouly s~v~rc fru,ty wllltcr vpun 
I.cir hea lth ant.I the nut,iment of the grasses for the r sopp~rt. 

i had n>ysclf two flocks of sheep in the llathur~t C<>Untrv, ao.!1 
I am 1:01 aware of having lost one of llicm loy <l1wa,e.; 1 hlh l-
1,ute t})t<ir s,ry l,e1lll1y conrlition, not o uly 10 _the sullable <lry 
p1. tu:~ge they are placed upon, but the occa.innal use of tt:1• 
,I: cpmntmcnt, wh1clt I recomm<·nded in my l•st addrc••· W!,- 11 

t he Sl'l'>On is w et l cause abot,t a teaspoonful of common s•lt 
t , te gh·rn to every sheep three timrs wt·ckl)· , it mny t'l~her t,, 
J!,in 1: r-ta.in or in ~mluti(Jn, or in l.uan , or if t n.m thro~n1 ~n tht! 
yar l, tla·y ,,re iu,tinctivcly so fond of it, that ~hey w1I! hck_ ~p 
,, I.at thfy desire, aud 1 bdic,·e it to be, certamly do coL, i.l, r 
Iii·: Lest prer2P1til·c of the rot or flukes in the liwr s ot known. 
! c, n,id<: et.I it >1ee<i<, , ary to otfcr the abo• c o piuious " " t!ic 
c. sc a1Jd pre• ~ntivc ,,i tl,e ,!iscase which pro,.t•d so fat, I Ht 

>< nw flock, iu the li• thnr~t country last year; lellH f" '""' •. 
r, putt< ,huuld go , broad, which 1u1gh1 unfairly d~iract from :h 

..... ~1J,: ebb\l>lh,hed hc,xh:Jfu~ qaa!ity of uur shlcf? wafk~. . 
THe ft JJ ). ious co111pc.ti1fou auci t:HCouraciug h!gh pncc~ ;.!' 11 

f ,r jltHS rast, to imporkrs o i 1\ng,I.J ~lcrino ewes a!:t..l P~t. 
l,r.:~c ttlrt~ndy furni~hed large shl'cp ow_m:~s ~-1th a !1umb< r ' 1 
thP!-C:- to s1; p1)ly pure bred rami for tl~t!lf r~uc-A!, ~"!:1ch !>O_ I, 
teria I;· contributes t,, f)roniote the rapdl_v 1.np,,,nng q:ca:uy 
t ,r ~\l, til. Bur since the arrin!I <Jf tht! $axon shct'p Hnp...,r! 
iutu the Co!ony bv Mr. J une! , i\Ir, l{ilt'y , 1!,e Au•'_rn ·1,11 
Ag,icalt. ral C ~mpauy and ()thcrs, n.~riy il"'ll:en.,'n coi:.idc d 
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tlie qualit_y of their fleece so superior to our pure l\Jerinces, that 
tltey 1ead1ll gave to l\Ir. Jones at the rate of from ,;£70 to .tao 
per he~d, fo~ about a d~zen of rams he obligi11gl;r sold to then,, 
3uch high puces were given under the expectallou, tliat c,·ery 
~ross of sucb superior fleeced Saxon rams would gain wars in tl,e 
;mprovi~g quality of our wool, As the Saxon sheep· have bc~n 
tn_ the Colony sut!ic1ently long to determine the iuflueuce ~four 
d1mate upon t.heir const!t~tious and quailty of their fleeces, aud 
:ilso th~ pro:mse of, theu rncrcase, J was anxious to obtain i11. 
format!on on these intcrestin;; heads from the highest qualifitd 
~utlwray; I therefore addrt!>>~d a latter to l\Ir. Dutton, reciucst­
~ng tha t _he would have the kindness to furnish me with ,ucli 
1nfor_mat1on as he consid~re~ publicly useful, touchiug the abo,e 
queries, and I ma~e_a srn11Jar_request to 1\Ir. Hiley, bot!; tlicsc 
i;_entlem~n _have obhgrngly replied to my application; and J con­
sider tlmr1nformnt,10n.'o creditable to thcm,clves, and containing 
,uch _valuable pnbhc mfurmatiou, that J ha\'C appended them 
to t?1s rt•port. 1\fessrs. ])utt<,n and Riley, seem to altacb su­
J>tnor punt>'. of _blood to the Saxon sheep, as dcsccndi,nt, fron, 
tl,e Royal_ E,_cunal flock of 1\1,erin<,cs long extiuct in Spai,.. 
Whet!1er It IS _from such punty of blood, or the judiciouy 
breeding, sdc~tious, anJ arrangements, o r the 11rtificial Sax,w 
!nelhod ~f rearing ~l!eep, certain it is that their wool is unrii•aled 
la value _11, tl,c ~ntisl! 111~rket. 'fhet(.forc, as we possess n cfi­
m1te winch l behev~ '! Ju,tl.Y allowtd to !,ave improved ti,c• 
fleece of every dc~er11!t1011 ~f shce1, yet i111pv1tcd i11to it. And 
if the clenr aud sc1e11t1fic opliliuns of Messrs. Dutton a11d T,ifey 
,1,ould C!!alih,h the m,m,~11tous fact vf the impro1•111g 1uflnenc« 
dour clunntc upc,n Ille flccct:• of the Saxon s!.~ep afkr, 11Jv 
,,nt year's cxpericnc.e_; \\hy_ then every public £p:iite<l ~bct"iJ 
J;.r1.edt!r who \'aluc tlieir <,wu 111tcn.•~t~ aHd 1hc prm,.pcnty l}f lhc 
( ,~lv11y should 110~ all the means in _their 1,0\\er 1t, i111vo~t S,,xou 
,lieer, more esprc1a1Jy rams, for the rnipr<,,•cmcnt of theirflocks. 
l n_ow lay l;cforeyou thre~ _fiteccs of Mr. _Hilay's Saxon e"rs 
,,111ch lie sent to b~ e,lab1tt!d 10 l11e Society, and 1,c fwf'!y 
<hallcngts C1>mµarat11e tc,i._ ,,f quahLy. J\cc-mnpan)'ing 11.c 

. fktccs Mr. lt1ley al,o sulrn,11, to tl,e Socfotv the r.11 dcl of a 
r~Lk u,c.l in Ra~<.1ny, calculated to j>rt,·cnt th; fleece'; ~f ~ht. J 
,dt~II foc.'<:111_,g u_nl of it in winh:~ .\t1tfc•ri11g from the !rn.r~ced. t' r 
f:nunot rdrarn. J1rnu congratulatmg ti,c Societv on lhc ~ddt1i, 

11 
, f ,uch a u,~fo_l nnd intelligent ~lcn,Lcr ·as l\J r. Ril,·y /ias 
arnnrfy pro\·cd l11tuv·lf. It flHl.)' he nr-ct~~.!r\' t,, mfonn' \(.,.U 
that )Ir. lJ~ttou l! ~ t:entit:niau !<.·ln·td by 'rt,e Dirt,·t,,r, "f 
!lw :'-ustrn!1~u Agricu,tornl (.;ump:my (ftoOI the.· iiight• .. t tt•"IJ-
1noni::tls of ms k"~,nfulge ~f St1:wu )111.~,·p ;\Ud sonrng of \\1 .U.) 
(, purctmte!: the Compa.uy ! t.> t < t"nd fl,•ck and <:t,mt> vut ;"" 
)..tpcrintPmlrnc1..~ vJ tb .. m lv 1:,;~ Ctkn;. 

, 
T he unusual h~aTy and frequent falls of ~ain we expe1iencccl 

Ja,t summer and autumn, occasioned suc_h mcrca~ed growth of 
the indigenous gras!es and herbage, which become so dry and 
parched by thz long drought we have s[ncc suffered from.' as to 
form a most destructi11c conducler of acctdcntal fir~s over a great 
part of the pasturage 0!' this side of_ the 1\fountarns. An~ t he 
prior cemo~al of a cons1dcrable port.ion of _out stock to distant 
tracts prevented that local cl?se grazmg whtch woul<J have occa­
~ionally interrupted the rapid course of the devounng element. 
The cccasional high winds during the two last months spread 
these fires far and wide with no trivial foss and danger to some 
of our rural popula1ion. And I much fear the flame was so 
powerful from the quantity of dry grass an~ the number of fallen 
Jimlis of trees which had been accumulating on the surface for 
years past that not only all the cast seed, uut ,o much of the 
Toots of th~ grass burned as will require years to recover suc_h a 
cl06e productive sward as we possessed before the c':'n[lagratlon. 

J ames Atkinson Esq. of Oldbury, one of ou r on~rnal Mem• 
bcri, ho.s prc,entecl' the Socie~y with his lately_ pu_bhshed book, 
containing an account of Agnculture. and Grazmg tn New South 
,vales: in virtue of which, Mr, Atkmson becomes a canchd~le 
for the gold medal offered by the Society for the be&t treatise 
upon these subjects. . . 

I have attentively perused bis bo~k, and ~onmler that 1t con­
hins much experienced and useful 1nformat1011, not only calcn• 
lated to instruct emigtants, but many of our old ~•Iller~ also, 
and I b~g to recommend it t o the favourahle conS1derahou of 
the S ociety. 

Mr. Uaruard, the Colonial Ag~nt, continues to. present ~he 
S ociety with the regular numbers of the Mechamcs Magazine: 
a• they are published. . •. 

l\Ir. Dtputy Commissary General Go<>?m, has obhgmgly 
presented the Sociaty with a box of Bot~ntcal seeds fron~ Cal· 
culta, amongst them arc a great number from t he ~1stant 
Region of N .,paul-which may prove suitable to our chma le, 
t he are to be coltivatcd in tlie Society's Garde11. 

The Trcasurcro have £HI~ cash in l,and, and the yet uncol. 
lected subscriptions amounts IQ £4S1 : makiug in nll £674. 

JoUN JA>IISON, President. ----Sydney, 12th D ecember, 1826. 
S1a - I have had the honour of rec~iving y o11r letter nf the 

10 th i~sta11t, and i11 reply to your qucstio_ns rcs~ectir.g the iuflu • 
<'nee which this climate evinces towards 1mpro,·1ng the fleeces of 
the original Saxon •sheep imported into this Colony, beg lo 
•tat e a, folJo,., ,._ • 

From a minute t l(-amination of Mr. Riley 's Sa%oo wool, dur• 



s 
~g strtiug, J_ ~m ·le1ho b~lievc that it his. gaiucd in elaslk-itr 
t icrc y acqumng an additional length of pile without losi;,' 
1_11~

1
1 c~osene~• and shortness ~f st~pl~ which th~ manuf'l_clurt•r! 

\a c osc crowded, _and w_lncb ,Is only lo he met 1, Ni io u1~ ~U{IS wools. If 1~1;J qu• l!ty increases in tl10 descendant~ of 
111~ • a.on ~lood,_wmch with . a well judged selection of tJ1e 

tcedtog anunals 1t roust d!l, 1t will not only j!i•c a ,vci"llti"r 
.'ccc. to the producer, but ·I am also of opmio?• that it wiU 

give rise to a new chJ!Tacter, of wool, infiniwly superior to the 
present Electoral wooi, which mnsr. natur.ally ce11d to create a 
new bran~h oi ma?ufac~of<;, ll(e ~'"I' material$ of which uiust 
~ exclusively derived frol1) tlm Colony. .l).s the fin,enrs, of 
t:,e w_ool d_ep~n~ upon the numbet of curves, or U]lllulations, 
C?ntamed 1n a, g1Ve~ _spa.c~, ~qd as these curve• arc the imme­
d111te cause of elasllc1ty, 11 1s evident tliat the quality alluded 
to abo,·c u1~st_t~nd to increase the fineness, the so(lness, mild­
ness nnd phab1hty of the cross-bred wools of this country lead nt lo con~Jude, that these desitable qualities, inherent i~ our 
c tmatc, will, also be transplanted, in an emioer,t de .. rce on the 
pr?~ccy of th_e re_al Sa.on• am! of their crosses. <> • 

I he COD$l!tullo~• of the Saxon she~p are naturally tender, 
hut as th~ chmaJ~ 10 Germany, througliout tbe greatest 1>3rt vf 
the y~ar, 1s of an mdemcnt nature, I must thin). that the tran,­
pla11t111g them lo a dry and •alubrious a climale as this is would 
e ven strengthen the constitutions of the original sheep' I c~ 
ha_"c.110 _doubt of. tbi; being tlie case with the increas/ lt i~ 
c
1
ridcut III Mr. R iley s Jambs, for I never saw a liner cr.,p than 

t ,ey are. 
It i~ thus (o m_c evident, that nothing but the very finest 

she;r>, 1111ported_ duect from Saxuny (such as t.bes.e of i\Jr. Ri• 
J_ey •• w~w.cert,~mly has shewn .gr_eat judgment in his sclc~tion) 
ca11 so rapidly improve the quality of wools in thi$ Colony ; 
and I_ am _as perf~ctly convinced, that if prop,·r attention be 
e x.<!rc1scd m _breed111g the line Saxons, we sh.JI be at.le to trans-
1;1111, from tlus cou11_1r.v, a wool hitherto 1111known to the mann• 
lactn~c,., but at winch the Saxon sheep breeders aim as their 
btau ideal. 
_ l h~,•e only spoken o"f l\Jr. Riley•s sh~ep, they ll&vi1ii: been 
111 \he Colony twelve months, aud having myself assi, tcd in 
s,irtmg the flcec~s, I conlJ assert what I have said with ,r,•for­
Cll~C to. th~m w11)1 co11tid~nce. Witl_, Mr. J ones's sheer .1 am 
unac~uamtcd, havmg o,nly once _c~am111ed them casually in thte 
l,u;•h , I therefore refrnm from giving an opinion as to them. 

fhc Saxon ~hcep o~ the_ 1\ustralinn Agricultu rnl Compan y 
have :$uff<:-,rcd smcc arrival J..n the C11Jony, from a varictv ;,r 
<·xt~nrnl ~nflucnccs, which as they were unusual, ma v not ,tcour 
..,gam, or if lhey do recover, ~anu~ily be guarded against. 

-.9 
Tlle s11pe.iiotity of the Saron blood -over the be,t Spanhh 

sb~ep, i i owwg to their having been selected io 1765 rrom the 
.Escu1ial flock, of tile king of Spain, The persons who ,elected 
them were ordered, under a penalty of fifteen ye;irs imprison• 
ment, to chose the best. 'fbe Escurial flock was broken up 
about forty yeau aso, and no traces of it now remain in Spain; 
whiht tl1e Saxun.s, with their most vAluable foundation, hav'e 
for the 111, t sixty years been im1>roving the original E,curiat, , 
until _Ibey have, at 1.ast, 10 cumpletely cast _off the ch~racter of 
Spanll!h wool, that 11 llM been, for some nme known n, trade, 
by the name of Electoral wool. 

It is therefore clear, that we must not look either to Spanish 
or Anglo-merino blood, for attaiuing quickly that perfection of 
which the ~beep of this country, aided by the.climate, and fine 
Saxon rams, would so soon be susceptible. 

I shall be happy, at all tin:e,, to communicate any thing 
which you may think worthy of the notice of the sheep 'breeders 
of tl,is Colony to ynu, for their infurmation; I mean with re­
•pect to the Saxon method of •electin(l' and managing the Buck,, 
lit the me:11\ time, I bavc the honour to be. Sir, 

Your lllOSt obedient Servant, 
W. H. DUT'l'ON, 

To Sir J ohn Jamison, Knt. A. A. &c. &c. Regeot\•ille. 

;Raby, January 18, \827. 
SIR,-Agreeably to your req11est, I no,., communicate to 

yon a statement of lhosl!" pai'licnl'ars that you wished to pos­
sess, relative to Sa xou sheep, more particularly with I egard 
to those imported by ruys~lf d irect to this c ountr y, and .I 
shall add a few observation$ of the effects whieb this ch-

' m:ile lias already produced on the flt!eces of the original:. 
• from which I am lee! to deduce the most favourable re3ult~ 

on their deseendanls. 
As the most mis,aken notions seem to be prevalent res­

p ecting the origin of the·elect01·al flocks, l beg leave lO give 
yon the following particulars, the authenticity of ,,·bich I 
can affirm in th1> most indubitable maflner:-ln 1766, at the 
close of the seven years war, when the electorate of Saxony 
,.,as den,tated by the el•emy, the King of Spain made.biq 
c,111sin, the elector, a p resent of 300 sheep from the Royal 
.Esc.urial flock. 

The Majoral or Sµanbh flock masters were ortlercd, on 
pain of' fifteen years imptisotuneut, to st>lect tl1e finest frout 
this f:ock, anJ t\\' O of them ,vere sent with the sam.e to 
Saxony. In 177-l, anoth-er flock was then p11rcbsed .by the 
recommwdationof Count Einsndel, the f•lector's.pr im~ mi­
nister-these also were selected by a particular favour from 
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the ~~me t iock, an~ they arrived in Saxony, ,lltboogh with 
cons, era le reducuons by death. The prejudices a . 
ihem on their introduction, were almost in-nrmountablr~ns: 

,: a royal d~cree, no government domains were ra:mcnd 
"ithout tho proprietors entering into boud to improve h · 
common stock of ~heep with these rams. 11 

Th~ success of thrs~ 1_>eople soon induced other foniltd 
propneto~s '!> mal.e a s1m1lar experiment, and this, aided 
by the ~ rmc1pal noblemen at court, it became a fashion 
~nd ultimately was the means of r.-lieving the eleclornt ' 
rom a? over whelmin!r debt, and of laying lhe fouoda;io~1 

to unnvaled 1>ro,peri1y. Commeucin!l' with •beep never 
Ci.ported lo ;rny ~th.er country, bestowing the most exem­
plary care on _their 1m1_>rovemenr, breeding with judgment 
for 0110 11urticol~r po!ut. T_he S~x?ns. have no w atrain~d 
ao unequa!led p1 t·emtnruce Ill the intrinsic value of their 
wools, "h1cl.', as much as t_hey surpus those of Spain and 
other count1 ,e,, bear no aJ!imty to any of them. The ' u.un 
•vool never can be prbdnceJ anywhere, e>.ceptiog bv the 
m~ of the present hrce~ of.electoral rams-the cau!e; are 
~v•~ent. The total ~xtm~t100 of the E scm ial breed in 
8 11a1n, the a"!algamation ot the Spanish flock& on the susp cn• 
~100 of the rights of the ;\Jes!a ( by which alone they could 
exist) all lend to _obliterate that purity or descent which 
al~ne could have rnsnre d the success of an experiment si­
milar to that nndP.rtak,•n in Saxony Eixty yeani ago. A J­
thoug_h the flocks of p~re d esc_ent in Saxony still bear the 
palm JO lb~ sale of_ their breedcng a!3imals, yet, from the 
<'Oll$l~nt tt•e of their ~ale b lood during a succeuiou of ge• 
ncrallo?s, th~ g1:ocrahty of the cross bred n oels in 110 wise 
d1tfer ~lll.'er 111 hneness or other qualities, from their ances­
tors-in /act, many of them even surpass them 

The electoral wool is valued, firstly on acco,;nt of its ex­
~re1ne fi~ene!s. T hi~ ,ra1 produced by the system por; ucd 
m breeihug. and _wluch was first d iscovered by the exact 
value found to exist between the number of ewes iu a given 
8pace of woo.I _and its. line_ues_s. Thid quality is a lso ll\e 
cause of ela~11c11y, winch: 111 1L~ perfection, induces that 
closeness or staple p eculiar alone to tbe electoral woof 
and which is so highly prized by the manufacturer. ' 

Tbe curve must be regular from the top of the pile to 
the bottom-the greater the 11umbc1· of bends the finer will 
be the wool ; but I by 110 meam wish to ad ,oc~te that irre­
gular disterted bcnJ termed trusted, which is as prrjadiefal 
to the fleece as the other qn•lity is beneficial. T ru, "' e 
fleece, No. s, il!u~trates thc•c three qualities in an eminent 
degree. · 

11 
The constilotion, of these an:n:als may be co1:1pued to 

that of tbe blood horse, or other animals of -,'milar perfec­
t ion, but I ha-ve not the least be~itation in ~•yiug, tnat the 
r ising gen<'ration will become ns hardy as any aheep in th is 
cou11try. I must, however, observe, th11t their immtuse 
value more than trebly repays ;my care and expense> t•.at 
can be be,towed oo them. The lo,s of one 1s cqnal to t~at 
of ten times the number of Colonial sheep-I therefore tr.ke 
e,,ery m~ans in my powH to cherish them ; at tbe ~amu 
time I repeat (wh~u their numbers increa~e to such an 
extent u to preclude) I have no fear th;.t th•y will thr,,., 
equally, with the same treatment and food, of the sLenr of 
this country. 'I'hcir coo~titotions, altbon~h tender, ci,, ~N 
be called weak; as au icstance, 1 n•ed only give thl' frl­
lowing s tatement of the flock at Raby: - I purchn rd, 
eighteen months ago, 160 ewes and 20 ram~; l cow have 
li\2originJI ewes an1I 19 ram•, one bein!( droY.nrd l?e,,. by 
,·arcle'-ness. The increase tbi~) ear amounts lu 1.;s 111r.b , 
all thriving, and in every re~pect 3urpa!si11g my moat sau­
gnine expect•t ions. 

The fl1•eces l trftMmil to you for inspection, the:, have been 
1..-elre mcntbs in th,. Colony, and it is my op1111on they h~•c 
gained considerably in elastic and p)asti~ q~alihc•; and [ ex­
pect th1t 11ext year t he rleeces will average three pounds and " 
J,a:f; although no,v from the effect& of a lonp: sea vc·yag~-th• 
11n1>aralleled .e•eritics or the hit winter, and the rt<lucti<Jn in 
alford1ng uutrimenl tn a flod, or lambs, they will not, thiJ 
year, a,trage more than two poun,1, and 11,tte quarlef'-

As I have before stat,..J, tbe incrc,se ans"er, 11II my w1,!.u 
in number,, aoit, H far as J can judge from OU1\\ard appror­
ance, abo the most cli1tinguished quali•i••· H owever, next 
,pring I sb3II be able 10 judge •i1h co•1li<leucc; and M it tt my 
intrnnoo to dispose of •oroe of the ram,, 11,e public wiil h'"e •n 
opportunity of eslJmatmg the correctncu 0 1 my present Oil le• 

ment. 
I submit to yon, Sir, for the in•pection of he 5'ocieLy, of 

which vou are Pret1Je11t, the act"OntJ)an) ing titre, ewe fle<>ec; ; 
I h"pe· it 111Ry be in th,• power of other unporters to lay before 
ye-ii similar specimens of 1h,ir floe~s ; and, I a.sure you, tl•4l 
it will afford me the greate,t Sftti•factioo, •• ft11 A .. stralian p•­
t riot, if thc,e spccim,ns should cq u~I the one, I ,v,w present, 
""en labourin,.. •• 1lwy are under thedi\~d•Antogls l h1•e nbo,c 
•tA,ed. I mu;,, ho-.c,cr, •pprize you, th,1 the flc~ce, ore by 
n•• mean, picked; (1 r 1t , , 4$ o::ly durirt~ t:t". •t,t n,,: ui lhe 1 .. , , 
,core of 1hN>p, 1h11t l dcte1minrd rct;-~u.:i1g- a !i,:n for tbnt pur• 
pose; therefore they 11111•1 not t•v c, 11,ide"u ,, :he be;t, • I• 
thougb I am sanguine cooui;b to h~pt lilc")' 11 .Ii out ue 5ur, 
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r••,ca in this Colony, aided by the upcrie11cc of fortigners, 
J artUlng their best breeds of ,Lttp, with a climate in el'CJ'y de. 
i;rte uteulatoJ to imprnvc tlren,, at no expence for a1ufic1al 
1.~. I can only augur (roru tLo, 1:111ulation anJ •pint • ltidt 
"" l'°'scu u Engli,bruen, arid from tlte c1pital which has been 
al,~ady •~lt-d ,,, gentle1ue11 m tJ1is stock , tb,tt ,.c sliall not 
011l;·s<>6n n nl the Suou wc-ol in the emporium of the world 
(f.<>adea), but I !,ope to h<te to oeo the day when Australian 
J.lecto,.I "'uol wtlt shine at the bead of tht Price Current, and 
:~,m • :.an<la,d for the s~le of tbe "ools o( otucr countne.. 

I ,hall ;, .. l.ai,py in 11.lfording you, o< a,,_v other gentltm11.n, 
aoy i,fo:'llnlu,,. in my power, as "I consider tb~t it 11 only bv­
""1t•1&l eommunic,tions, untainted by CD,:<" <,t jealOUly, tl,at 
-.. e lt~ e-1p,-c1 tlf'.~•osper in tbis most important br~nch of Aus· 
tralian 1ri,.lu,tr7. l h~•e l11P hoMr to ue, Sir, 

Your inosl obedient Servant, 
E uWARD Rn.i:Y-

To S,r John Janu,on, 
P,~id. :.t o( the Agtic•1ltanl Soc;ety or x~w South Wale.,, &c, .. 
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