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‘Read 3d July, 1823,

) S ‘ .-;—-coolqﬁpleaea——
GENTLEMEN,

T HrarTiLY congratulate you on the
first return of this day—the anniversary of the
institntion of this most flourishing Society. It
was the custom of Sir JouN SINCLAIR, the
father and first President of the Board of
Agriculture, 1o address to the members an-
nually a report of their transactions and
progress. It falls to my lot, however unwor-
thily, to endeavour to imitate so laudable an

Foe

~ exanuple; and I beg to be favoured with your

kind attention, for a few minutes, while I sum
up the history of our first year’s growth.

. The colonial events of the past year have
* amply fulfilled the predictions of our Prospec-

tus ; and a rigid public economy has too well

. justified us in our anticipations of the absolute

necessity of associaling as agriculturists, to

help ooe apother and ourselves. Our Society
. was not formed a single month before it was.
¢ wanted. Our Mother Country has. now com-
. pletely weaned us, hoth as agriculturists and
-~ graziers. ‘What we have to look out for now is the
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importation of free settlers, and the exportation

of fine wool. Nothing else will keep us in

prosperity  But, of nltimate prosperity, let us
1 no wise despair. Although our only market
hitherto for wheat and meat has takeu the be-
nefit of its consisting of but oune buyer, yet
better times and new resources will arisc.
When one door shuts, says the Spanish pro-
verb, another opens. Should war in Europe,
as well as in Spanish and Portuguese Ame-
rica, diminish British emigration, it will raise
the price of our wool, and perhaps open other
markets for our wheat and meat. The expor-
tation of New Zealand flax to Fngland, and its
seed to Ireland, would prove to this Colony
a most valuable trade, 1n the event of the
Northern Powers taking part against us in the
contemplated European war. Let us trust to
Providence; and, depend upon it, something
or other will always turn up to prosper a Co-
lony of enterprising and industrious English-
men.

We have had the pleasure of welcoming many
most respectable free settlers in the course of
the past year; but I hope we shall receive
twenty times the number next year. The fine
settlements of Hunter’s River, Bathurst, Cam-
den and Argyle, have been liberally thrown
open by our local Government; and 1 was
happy (in looking at the map of Hunter's River
the other day) to see the whole banks, and even
some of the back land, coloured with names.

5

Oune ‘of the most skilful and intelhgen}t) Menrll:
Lers of our General Committee, who has “t‘l;e
nufactured the best. cheese yet see}t; :x}\ the
Colony, has removed his family to o‘al ;;\ex.
Other respectable settlers are folh:n.w.'(inT 1 s ex
ample ; and I find we have increase the hum.
ber of our subscribers during the past ye Al
91, We shall doubtless see,manylmo? free
settlers in this country, now that the : ;)-]o‘e
mentary emigration to the Cape of ..Goo v 121 :
has failed, as soon as our Comlmsanonelx: o
quiry’s Report has fixed the future po lCﬁ’ uid
wovornment of the Colony, and when teeq‘geg
antages which New South Wales pos.le‘mi‘~
over Van Diemen’s Land come to be morchlave
versally and correctly known.  We c:in ave
no ill will to that dependency. On Bft con
trary, we benefit by her prosperntg.t o e
important that emigrants fromso vas ?i(b ance
as Great Britain, should not be mml% %outh
appointment. Of the superiority of gw South
Wales over Van Diemen’s Land, [ am dec ledly
convinced, in some degree from per}son?‘c b-
servation, and much more f,rom authen (: -
formation. But Van Dimen’s Land has go en
the name at home ; and it always takes n(lia (0
years to put down false’ pretensxgns,kau.s L0
make known true ones. The mistake 1 o
some degree to be attributed to the pnx(-]allv
books upon the two Colonies, vghlch gene o
fall into the emigrant’s hand. l‘hgseL zmill (fm:
Jeffreys’ falsehoods on Van Diemen’s Lan .
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I can' call them by no geniler name), and My,
William Wentworth’s declamations on New
Sonth Wales.  Even in this latter work, the
preference seems to be given to Van Diemen’s
Land for the free settler ; and, indeed, it was
very much the policy of the Administraticn
which that book was written to praise, to dis-
courage any other than convict emigration tq
this settlement. Sounder political principles,
bowever, are now being acted upon; and I hope
that, in a very few years, the eyes of the Publje
in England will be opened to the superiority of
this Coleny over Van Diemen’s Land ; in the
lirst place, in waler; in the second, in climate
for fine wool, for fruits, and even for some tro-
pical commodities ; iy the third, in the un-
bounded extent. of grazing land, in room for
colonization and population for centuries,-.
Much of the stoppage short at Van Diemen’s
Land of Australian emigration is also 1o be
attributed to the wearisomeness of the past
voyage ; (he expense of a visit at Hobart Town,
which often necessarily converts it into a sett]e.
nient (it is s0 lospitable a place that it will not
part with its guests) ; the fascination of a little
naturally clear land, like tbe remote American
prairies of Mr, Birkbeck, whose delusiveness
Mr. Cobbett has so well exposed ; the beauty
of the mountains, which hem in and storm the
town, and line the country with places of re.
fnge for rcbbers ; the address and talent of the
Lieutenanb(}overnnr; and the interested per-

wr
/

suasions of theé master of the ship, that the

| 0t ‘ther. - But wlien
" passenger-had better go no furthe:

i be known. (ns it *c.annot, be mnch
i(t)r?gg'es;?cealed) that I;/'a}u_ ](;xet(;].en g o[l‘(;q:;l ]_1:
feas renty years behin 1s Lo ‘
c?itvi'l?:;:iotl:‘; th}:;.t)it is a badly watered couqtr:ycr)z
that the clear land is all gmnted.z%v_vag,ol:gu-
much that t.h.el liberal iysf:zegfug;;g;mﬁe_re o
i which ma e L ’
Ejet:??:,omli]g{gci to bg given up at Van Dlemer]] S
Lan’d; that the only PO]“':? 1sds1tuta;etd o{:]te l(x)c;
remities of the island ; 0
:f:e()see):(t)xvins is ou the wrong swdc? ((1)f thenlr::
ver, and the other so badly watered, Sol‘;
tur;lly sterile, and so distant from— sup[]‘) le :
that it is about to be removed bacLhto' :au’nr
cestdn; that the climate is so muc ﬁev.elsc
than our’s .that the wool will not ef,tolbe
fine, and that both cattle and sheep mus be
win’ter-foddel‘ed; when these facgsl dl‘t;:,‘ pﬁ‘e-
lished, I do confidently hope, “lflt 19111 dlher
judice to the dependancy which has ha | ber
day of popularity, that the tide of frge e? D{ ,
tion will flow on to these shores; an ft' 13
merchant-transports will be sent hltl.xfzrbl)om
Great Britain direct. Towards so desiral le an
end, T am convinced the Institation of t.hll; 301-
ciety will in no small degree contrlbu:fi\ef,v arl))ers
should recommend that some of our ] im_ ;
would lay before us geographical anc aat‘rllV('mx:
tural papers on the superior advantages o .O‘e“‘
South Wales :as a:Colony for British emigra
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with the Northern Powers, our tunber would
become still more valuable. The Purveyor of
the Navy Board reports very highly of some of
it, particularly the stringy bark.

Our Prospectus, which introduced the able
papers of one of our Vice-Presidents, Dr.
Townson, has been published and diffused in
considerable numbers, both here and at home
and 50 copies of it have been sent to all parts
of -the globe, enclosed in a circular letter, re-
questing the contribution of foreign horticultu-
ral productions; for T have the pleasure to
report, that we have engrafted on our Society
an Horticultural Branch, with a small separate
subscription. This subject is under the ma-
nagement of a -Special Committee, of which
Mr. Bell, a Corresponding Member of the
London Horticultural Society, is Chairman ;
and, on account of this subscription, £30 has
been remitted for the purchase of fruits, vege-
tables, and flowers, in England, by the hands
of Dr. Anderson, of the ship Marshal Welling-
ton, who also conveyed a letter from our
Patron to the Navy Board, requesting free
room--on the decks of vessels for our plant-
boxes. T anticipate great benefit to the Colony
from the importation of these choice fruits and
vegetables; and have no doubt that the Lon-
don and Caledonian Horticultural Societies, as
well as many of their corresponding members
in foreign parts (who have been written to), will
send us some very valuable presents. - Horti-

B



10

culture is now quitc a passion in Great Bri
taln, gmd the improvement and variety the fo -
warding and retarding of fruits and ve:ret:lble;-
appear by the published "Pransactions (;f the
‘Jiondon Soclety, which I have read, to form
;rmoslf),.u ner science. Fruits and vegetables
e a solutely necessaries of life in a climate
ll}ie this, to which animal food 1s so uncon:re
uial ; and their perfection gratifies the most?n:
2101)C]e“t a}‘ld exquisite of all the luxuries of the
table, ‘bu much for our Horticultural Branch
The Subscribers to our Stock-fund have, as
}yong ago as by the Shipley, remitted the sun;
of £1000 to their Agents in London, to be
expended, one-lalf thereof in I\’Icriuo’ehce )
cliefly ewes; £300 thereof in horses; fuhld tlf.:
remaining £200 in horned cattle. ,l*:urtheri
more, on account of the General I'und of the
Sociely, £100 has been remitted by the hands
of our associate, Captain King, R. N. of the
Bathurst, to be laid out in grass and or
seeds, and agricalizral books. > L o
The next great step which I have to report
‘to.you)ls, the earnest 1nterest which our excel-
Jent- Patron has been pleased to take in our
prosperity, as maunifested in his promised grant
of a building allotment of four acres 01? the
north‘ side of the Parramatta River ;(1joi11;nn‘
the Govemm.ent Domain, for a houée of meei
1‘1}1]g, a‘n expemngntal garden, stable, and stock
?l e({)s These important matters, the plan of
the building, and estimate of its expense, have

11

wred to a Committee, of which Mr.
The Committee have hopes
aid of Governmental

been refe
¢ox is Chairman..
that, with-the promised
mechanics aud labourers, no extira subscrip-
tion, besides the next y ar's annual one, will be
necessary ; and, after that period, I should
think that, with our increasing numbers, our
annual subscription may be safely reduced be-
low the sum of twenty dollars,

Our Patron has also favoured us with letters
of introduction to the present President of the
Board of Agriculture, the Eari of Hardwicke.
t0 Sir John Sinclair, and to Hir. Coke, of Nor-
folk ; and the Society themselves have written
(besides their letters to Mr. Buxton, oar Parlia-
mnentary, and Messrs, Paxton and Company,
our Mercantile Agents,) to the Secvetary of the
Board of Agriculture, and 10 the Commis-
sioner of Inquiry into the State of this Colony.
My personal acquaintance with Mr. Davies
Gilbert, the Vice President of the Board of
Agriculture, enabled me to have the pleasnure
of writing to him. o all these letters, we may
now every day expect answers.

Furthermore, our Patron has honoured us
with a letter to the Earl Bathurst, commending
to his favourable consideration the petitions for
the repeal of our wool-daty, which the Mem-
bers of our Society signed, to the House of
Cowmons and to his Lordship, as Secretary of
State for the Colonies. These went home by
the Bathurst ; but the Report of our Commis-
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siouet of [nquity has anticipated the prayer of
our Petitions. by recommending an Act of Par-
liament. for that purpose, which passed ac-
cordingly last session. .

- Again, our Patron was pleased to comply
with onr request, in the restoration of Parra-
matta fair to the first Thursday in October; a
period which interferes less with the sheep-
shearing, though perhaps it may not be so fa-
vourable for shewing the condition of stock.

That then is the day which our Premium
Committee, of which Mr. Hannibal M¢Arthur
is Chairman, have selccted for the adjudica-
tion of certain premiums, to the value in all.of
£100, which they have advertised for the best
sheep and lambs, horned cattle and stallion,
and to the best shepherds and farm servants.
They have also set the price of half a-crown
upou the brush of every native dog destroyed,
and of half that sun for each of the unboru
litter. The Society have already presented a
silver tankard to .Mr. Jonas Bradley, of the
Windsor Road, for a present of 1 cwt. of ne-
gro-head tobacco, of his own growing and
curing, 'This was sent home, as a specimen of
colomal produce; by the Bathurst.. ,

'To this head of Premiums may be referred
a letter which the Society have written to the
Secretary of the Society of Arts; Manufactures
and Commerce, upon the subject of their pro-

posed Premiums for 1822-23, to the person
who shall, iu the years 1824, 5, and 6, manu-
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facture and import the finest specimen ‘of _oil,

not less than. ten gallons; the produce oflohves,
srown in New South W:}les_;,andto the per-
:on who shall idiport, in-the: years 1824 olr
1825, the finest wine, not less than .twent%@ -
Jons, made from the produce of vineyards mt
New South Wales, Our Society have r;o
failed to express their due sense of the blene its
which our Colony will derive from tbe"lor{qr}
able premiums, proposed by the boc}:]lgty 0
Arts, both in the former year and in the ,prei
sent, for both quantity and quality of ﬁfxe \:oot
exported ; but we have yentured to bugaesl,
that there having been till the past year only
one olive-tree in the Colony,i.thex‘e can be r}xo
competition for the oil premium 80 5008 as.lt }e
year 18263 and ‘that the Society’s medals
vould be more beueficially offered for propa-
satine the olive-tree, or for the greatest planta-
tion ‘of young trees: SO of the twenty gallons
of wine; it would not be very difficult to mak’e
that quantity from the table grapes m thes
garden: the premium should rather be, etther
for a much larger quantity, for a real export%
able cargo, or else for the greatest number o
acres planted as a bearing vineyard, or for the
reatest nunber of bunches of grapes n_pened,
While I'am upon the subject of theolive,—

~w prolem tarde crescentis olive,
—— the slow product of Minerva’s tree, .

I am happy to .report that young plants have

beenintroduced into the Colony during the past



before the Society a paper on. his subject,
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,y)ear.by Mr. H. M‘Arthur, ane of our Vice.
Presidents, and by Dr. Carlyle, an intended
settler, so that the olive is now in the hands of
'sevex"al more than oue individual, and will
certainly be to our posterity an article of
export.

r - P
Tobacco may be considered to be now fairly |

domesticated as a denizen of Australia. The
Government Agricultural Establishment at
Emu Plaios bas greatly contributed to this de-
sirable object ; and I uonderstand from oux
Vice-Patron, that New Zealand flax is to be
made the next experiment of public cultivatio:
and manufacture. Our Patron has succeeded
in raising this plant from seed ; and, althougli
chemistry has not yet been able so completely
to free this yarn from glutinous matter as to
preveut the thread into which it is spun from
being kuotty ; vet rope made of this flax was
found by the Master of the Dromedary store-
ship, to be nearly one-third stronger than En-
glish rope ; .and, even if this article should not,
as long as we are at peace with the Northern
Powers,. be able to compete with the cheapness
and quickuvess of transportation of Baltic
}mgnp, yvet a small quantity of it will, as I am
inforned by the most respectable mercantile
authority, casily supersede the Italian hemp,
which is required for the strength of shoe-
makers’ thread.

Qur prize-tobacconist, Mr. Bradley, laid
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which has been made public by means of our
Colonial Gazette ; and besides - this .and Dr.
Townson's (before mentioned), varions other
papers oi agvicultural and gcological subjects
have. been read hetore us, and may hereafter
be referred . to a Committee fox ‘publication.
While I am upon this literary head, I would
suggest, for the consideration of the Society,
whether.our Colonial Almanack 1might not be
farnished with better agricaltural and horticul-
tural kalendars, than it now possesses, without
undervaluing those, and ‘whether it might not,
with advantage to the Colony, be referred to
Committees of ourbody to compile such mauu-
als for the next year. .. . L

- Several agricultural. works have been pre-
sented. to. the Society by its members, among
which Miller’s Gardener’s Dictionary by Mr.
Oxley, aud:the Farmer’s Magazine by Messrs.
Berry and Wollstonecraft, deserve ta be.distin-
gaished. o - o :
_+A. present of English timber seeds has been
made to the Society by Mr. Cunningham the
Botanist, - and another of Cape of Good Hope:
vines and other plants is announced by the brig
Avon from Dr. Shortt, who has also furnished
our Horticultural Conunittee with some valua-
able Cape information. :

Such, Gentlemen, has been the progress of
the Agricultural Society of New South Wales,
during its first lnfant year; and I hope it will
not be thought unworthy of the spirit which

C
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gaverisetoit, Of this at least 1 am sure, that
at all its Meetings, whether general or of Cowm-
mittees, the utmost harmony and good humour
have prevailed. Local politics have certainly
been banished from our discussions ; perhaps, in
the sociality of the meeting, fromy our thoughts :
And, if this Society were productive of no
other benefit than that of good neighbourhood,
I should say it was worth its cost. One of the
leading purposes of Agricultural Societies, is
stated in Sir John Sinclair’s Reports, to be
the cultivation of friendship and benevolence ;
and, in a Colony like this, where there are few
natural ties to connect us, and where most of
our relations and friends are far away, it ap-
pears to me that sociality is a peculiarly impor-
tant political object. But I trust this Society
will, by its numbers, its respeetability, its
talents, its wnanimity, and its moderation, at-
tain every one of the ends for which it was
instituted—that, by the blessing of Providence,
it will increase our corn, wine, and oil—make
our land to flow with milk and honey—turn
our ‘fleeces iuto gold—and render us inde-
pendant and happy in ourselves—a blessing
to the hemisphere in which our lot is cast,
and an honour to the parent country, from
which we sprang.
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" Stock Fund Subscribers.

Atkinson, Jas. Esq... £25
Jerry, Alex. Esqo... 50

taxiand, J. Esqe.. 25
Brooks, Rich. Esq... 25
Campbell, J. T. Esq.
Chandier, Jas. Esq...
Cox, Wm, Esquoenn
Cox, Wm. jun, Esa...
Craw{urd, Robt. Esq.
De Mestre, P. Esq..
Dickson, J, Esquecsee
Goulburn, Major..
Howe, Wm, Esq...
Jamison, Sir John...
King, Capt. R. N...
Lawson, Wm, Esq...
Towe, Robt. Esq...
MrArthur, H. Esq...

20 2O W0

OGO GGt

LR LR N LR ]
(=3
et QN 1O W W N

0 0)M*Vitie, Thos, Esq...£25 0 0
0 O|Marsden, Rev. S.,,, 2500
0 0|Moore, W. H.Esq.,, 2500
0 O|Norton, Jas. Esq... 25600
0 0!Norton, Nath, Bsq.,. 2500
0 0/Oxley, Jobn, Esq,,. 2500
0 0{Palmer, John,Esq .. 2500
0 0|Palmer, G. T.Esq... 2500
0 0|Piper, John, Esq... 2500
0 O|Riley, Edw. Esq... 2500
0 0/Throsby, Chas. Esq. 25 0 0
0 0/Townson, R.L.I.D. 2500
0 0|Walker, Wm. Esq... 5000
0 O;Walker, Thos. Esqq... 25 00
0 0Wentworth, D. Esq. 25 00
0 0{West, Major, Esq... 2500
(()) 8Wollstonecraft, E.Esq.50 0 ©
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Corresponding Member,
Cunningham, Allan, Mr.
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Building Commitlee.

W. Cox, Esq. Chairman ;
Rev, S. Marsden ; .
H, M'Arthur, Esq; -

'\John Oxley, Esq ;
G. T, Palmer Esg-

-
Premium Committee.
H.M¢Arthur, Esq. Chairman;|R. Lowe, Esq;

Rev. S. Marsden ;
Dr, Townson ;
W. Cox, Eaq ;

W. Howe, Esq 3

G. Rankin, Esq;
J. Campbell, Esq;
G. T. Palmer, Esgs

-

Horticultural Committce.

A. Bell, Esq. Chairman;
Dr, Townson ;

W. Howe, Esq;

R. Lowe, Esq;

George Cox, Esq

C. Throsby, Eeq;
F. Garling Eeq 3
W. H. Moore, Esq;
G. T. Palmer, Esq.

o - T

List of Books presented to the Society.

Lord Kaimes’s Works, by the Rev.
,YQI vols, by Messts. Berry

The Farmer’s Magazine
Wollstoniecraft;

, Marsden;

Miller’s Gardener’s Dictionary, by Mr. Oxley ;
Sir John Sinclair’s Essays, by Mr. Berey s
Cobbett’s Year in America, by Mr. Justice Field ;
White’s Farriery, by Mr. Duguid.

and
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RULES AND- REGULATIONS.

-

i 261{::' this ‘Society be denominated the
*‘VALECSI:ILTURAL. Sociery or NEw Sourn

11. ’.lhai): the following Gentlemen, jointly with
the President and Vice-Presidents, Trea-
surers, and Secretaries, be appointed the
General Committee for conducting the Af-
fairs.of this Society, seven of whom shall
fc:rm a2 Quorum; and that such General
(Jommlttees. shall meet always at Parra-
mat‘ta, as being more central for all, and con-
vement for t‘he Country Committees.

0L That [i{ae pages 17 and 18.]

D :;Jn nuual Subscription of Twenty
0 da?s e paid by each Member into the
1ands of the Treasurers, for the general pur-

. poses of this Association.

1v. .1 hat a separate Subscription Fund be
formed, In shares of £25 each, for the pur-
pose of introducing from the Mother Coun-
try, and elsewhere, a more improved breed

Vofrcattle, horses, sheep, &c.

‘o h}?tt Danl(l)ther separate Subscription of

tat%on qu‘ax_'s be entered into for the impor-
yihe of fruit ‘and flower plants aud seeds.

- 1hat the General Meeting of the Societ

v shall be held Quarterly. ° Y

‘]]l.l :I‘hat the Annual Meeting shall be held in
uty, when the Reports of the Secretaries
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and Treasurers shall be submiited: by the
President, and an Election take place, by

" Ballot, for the Officers and Committee for
the Year ensuing, and the geueral Business
of the Society transacted.

VIII. Thatany Person, desirous of becoming

a Member of this Society, shall be proposed
by five Members, in 2 Letter addressed. to
the Secretaries, to be laid before a General
Quarterly Meeting, and be balloted at the
next ensuing General Quarterly Meeting.
IX. Thatthe like Rule shall apply toany Pro-
posal for the Expulsion of any Member.
X. That not less than twelve Members, as-
sembled at any General Quarteriy Meeting,
shall be a.Quorum for the Election, and
twenty for the Expulsion of any Member.
XI. That three-foarths of the Members pre-
sent, at each General Meeting, mustconcur
in such Election or Expulsion; and that
votes, by proxy, be not admitted on any oc-
casion froni.male Subscribers. .
XII. That every newly-elected Member shall
pay into the Hands of the Treasurers the
Sum of Twenty Dollars on his Admission,
and shall not be considered a Member until
the same is paid ; but that if such Member
be elected at the April Quarterly Meeting,
his Subscription shall be considered as paid
' for the Year following the succeeding Anni-
versary. S L
XIIJ. That any Member may introduce a
Friend at the Meetings of the Society, with
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the Approbation of the President, or other
presiding Member; such Friend being 2
non-resident in New South Wales, or an
Officer bearing His Majesty’s Commission.
XIV, That an Annual Shew of Stock, and
Exhibition of Samples of Wool, Seedy, In:-
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tbe Improvement of Agricnitere, i
held at Parramatta, on the first Thursday in
October, to be open to the Public, for Pre-
miums to be given as a Reward for Improve-
ment or Superiority, in such manner as the
Scciety may, from time to time, offer and
direct.

XYV. That the President shall call a Mecting
of the Committee, atsuch Timesas he may
find expedient, for the Transaction of such
Business as may arise from time to time,
and be considered to embrace thc general
Interests of the Society.

X V1, That 'Thomas Fowell Buxton, KLsq.
M. P. be requested to accept the Office of
Protector of the Parliamentary Interests of
the Society.

XVI1I. That Messrs, Paxton, Cockerell, Trail,
and Co. of Austin-friars, London, be re-
requested to accept the Office of Mercantile
Agents of the Society.

XVIII. That the General Committee be em-
powered to purchase such Agricultural
Books as they shall think proper ; and that
any Subscriber be at liberty to suggest any
work to the Committee’s approbation.






