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Thank you from the President

On behalf of the Council of the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW (RAS), I want 
to extend heartfelt thanks to everyone who took part in this year’s Wine, Beer & 
Cider, Distilled Spirits, Cheese & Dairy Produce, and Fine Food competitions. Your 
passion, craft and dedication truly embody the spirit of Australian agriculture 
and food production and are at the heart of everything we do.

Since 1822, the RAS has been driven by a simple but powerful purpose: to 
ignite a shared pride in Australia’s agricultural excellence and inspire continuous 
improvement in Australian produce. That vision lives on through our competitions, 
which not only celebrate quality and innovation but also shape the future of 
our industries. Your entries, expertise and commitment help set the standard for 
what’s possible.

A special thank you goes to our Judges, Officials, Stewards, and all volunteers, 
whose generosity and professionalism ensure the integrity and success of every 
event. And to our industry experts and our staff – your energy, enthusiasm and 
attention to detail bring these competitions to life. We couldn’t do it without you.

Thank you for your participation and for the passion you bring to your craft. As 
we celebrate another year of Australian agricultural achievement, I hope your 
Sydney Royal experience was memorable. We’d be delighted to see you again 
next year.

 
John C. Bennett, OAM
President, Royal Agricultural Society of NSW
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Marionette claims top honour among diverse field of Australian spirit winners 
 

 

Thursday, 17 September 2026 

The best of the Australian spirits industry has been honoured this evening as the Royal Agricultural Society 

of NSW announced the winners of its Sydney Royal Distilled Spirits Show at a special awards presentation. 

Thirteen major awards were handed out, with Melbourne-based Marionette claiming the Show’s highest 

honour, Best Distilled Spirit in Show, with its Berry Liqueur. The French-style spirit had already secured the 

Champion Liqueur title earlier in the evening, marking back-to-back liqueur wins for Marionette after its 

Caretaker’s Cottage Black Forest won in 2025.  

In just its third year, the Sydney Royal Distilled Spirits Show is attracting some of the highest quality spirits 

from around the country, with an impressive 94% of this year’s 299 entries awarded a medal, up from 89% 

last year. However, according to Chair of Judges Stuart Gregor, the most exciting feature of this year’s 

competition was the remarkable diversity on display. 

“This year we saw a wonderful balance of traditional styles and cutting-edge products, which really 

highlights the current diversity of Australia’s spirits industry”, said Gregor.  

“We’re not just producing exceptional gin, vodka and whisky; Australian distillers are increasingly 

demonstrating their expertise across a growing range of premium niche categories. 

“Producers are continuing to push the boundaries, creating products that are more distinctive and 

ambitious than ever before. Some of this year’s trophy winners are styles that would rarely have been seen 

in Australian competitions four or five years ago.” 

The alternative spirits category was a standout example of this year’s growing diversity, with producers 

embracing unique styles and traditions from around the world. Champion Alternative Spirit was awarded to  

DNA Distillery’s Pear Rakija, a Balkan fruit brandy inspired by a family recipe passed down through 

generations. A regular entrant since the Show's inaugural year, DNA Distillery has continually refined the 

spirit and built on its success each year, culminating in this year's champion title. 

The influence of international spirits was also evident in the recipient of this year’s Chair of Judges Annual 

Prize. Ragazzi e Succo Aperitivo’s took home the award for its Ragazzi e Succo Amaro, a bittersweet Italian-

style liqueur traditionally served as a digestif after a meal.  

“It was a delicious example of a spirit we don't often see in Australia. Its authenticity and faithful 

representation of the Italian style really stood out. It would hold its own against any amaro coming out of 

Italy”, Gregor said.  

Diversity was evident not only in the range of products entered, but also in the producers behind them, 

with major awards shared across a broad cross-section of the industry. 

“We saw success from both established industry stalwarts and smaller craft distillers, including producers 

relatively new to the market. It sends an important message that you don't have to be a large distiller of 

mainstream spirits to win major awards, and I hope it encourages more small producers to enter 

competitions like this.” 

 



 

   

 

The success of smaller producers was reflected across several major awards, including Sydney-based Lexelle 

Pty Ltd, which claimed Champion Vodka for its Alkira Handmade Vodka. Champion Contemporary Gin went 

to Lily Fields Distilling Co, a boutique distillery founded in 2022 that has quickly built a reputation for quality 

gin and proudly welcomes visitors to its cellar door at the local Leichhardt Bowlo. 

At the other end of the spectrum, some of South Australia’s established industry leaders were also among 

the major winners, led by St Agnes, which was awarded the JJ McWilliam Memorial Perpetual Trophy for 

Best Brandy for the third consecutive year. Never Never Distilling successfully defended its Traditional Gin 

crown and added Champion Other Gin to its accolades, while Fleurieu completed a clean sweep of the 

whisky categories, claiming Champion Grain or Blend Whisky for the second year running, as well as 

Champion Single Malt Whisky. 

Other winners included Rusty Barrell Spirits, whose Spiced Rum took home the Champion Cane Spirit or 

Rum award, while Best NSW Spirit was awarded to Ester Spirits X Young Henry’s Single Malt. Created from 

spirit distilled by Young Henrys more than a decade ago and later rediscovered, the collaboration also 

marked the first whisky release for Ester Spirits. 

To view the full list of the medal winners, please visit Distilled Spirits or experience the award-winning 

products firsthand at the 2026 Grape, Grain & Graze Festival on September 19 at Sydney Showground, with 

tickets from $128.25.  

The festival offers unlimited tastings of all gold and silver medal-winning wines from the 2026 Sydney Royal 

Wine Show, alongside the opportunity to sample champion exhibits from the 2026 Sydney Royal Distilled 

Spirits and Sydney Royal Beer and Cider Shows. 

The 2026 Sydney Royal Distilled Spirits Awards were announced in conjunction with the 2026 Sydney Royal 

Beer and Cider Awards.  

To explore this year’s top beers and cider or buy tickets to the 2026 Grape, Grain & Graze Festival, visit 

www.rasnsw.com.au. 
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JUDGING PANELS 
THURSDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2026 

PANEL A 
Classes Judged:  1, 6, 23, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 36 

Panel Chair:  Sam Bugrave 

Senior Judges:  Luke McCarthy, Heather Tillott 

Associate Judges:  James Irvine 

PANEL D 
Classes Judged:  2, 6, 17, 19, 20, 21, 26 

Panel Chair:  Holly Klintworth 

Senior Judges:  Quentin Brival,Ally Ayers 

Associate Judges:  Jason Williams 
 

PANEL B 
Classes Judged:  1, 5, 8 

Panel Chair:  Shaun Byrne 

Senior Judges:  Sarah Andrew, Silvia Segato 

Associate Judges:  James Irvine 

PANEL E 
Classes Judged:  2, 3, 7, 9, 10, 11, 23 

Panel Chair:  Sarah Prowse 

Senior Judges:  Samantha Payne, Dervilla McGowan 

Associate Judges:  Albert Rust 
 

PANEL C 
Classes Judged:  2, 4, 22, 24 

Panel Chair:  Tim Boast 

Senior Judges:  Ross Blainey, Nick Ryan 

Associate Judges:  David Fisher 
 

  

FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2026 

PANEL A 
Classes Judged:  12 (135-153), 16 

Panel Chair:  Sam Bugrave 

Senior Judges:  Luke McCarthy, Heather Tillott 

Associate Judges:  James Irvine 

PANEL D 
Classes Judged:  28, 13 

Panel Chair:  Holly Klintworth 

Senior Judges:  Quentin Brival,Ally Ayers 

Associate Judges:  Jason Williams 
 

PANEL B 
Classes Judged:  29, 14 

Panel Chair:  Shaun Byrne 

Senior Judges:  Sarah Andrew, Silvia Segato 

Associate Judges:  James Irvine 

PANEL E 
Classes Judged:  12 (173-191), 15 

Panel Chair:  Sarah Prowse 

Senior Judges:  Samantha Payne, Dervilla McGowan 

Associate Judges:  Albert Rust 
 

PANEL C 
Classes Judged:  12 (154-172) 

Panel Chair:  Tim Boast 

Senior Judges:  Ross Blainey, Nick Ryan 

Associate Judges:  David Fisher 
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HOW TO READ THE RESULTS CATALOGUE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDAL AWARDS 
 

Medal Awards are determined by the Judges on the following scale of points: 
 
All Classes Total 100 points 

(a) Gold medal for outstanding Exhibits gaining 90pts and over; 

(b) Silver medal for excellent Exhibits gaining 82pts but fewer than 90pts; 

(c) Bronze medal for quality Exhibits gaining 74pts but fewer than 82pts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 LEGEND 

G Gold Medal winner 

S Silver Medal winner  

B Bronze Medal winner  

  

Class 4 - Sample Class 

JUDGES COMMENTS: Outstanding product entered. There has been significant improvement of 

entries over the past few years. Exhibitors who didn’t receive medals should take care when 

presenting their product. 

G 21 Company A, Product Commercial Title (Producer) 91 

S 20 Company B, Product Commercial Title (Producer) 89 

S 18 Company C, Product Commercial Title (Producer) 84 

S 22 Company D, Product Commercial Title (Producer) 82 

B 31 Company E, Product Commercial Title (Producer) 76 

 19 Company F, Product Commercial Title (Producer) 69 

Class number 
& description 

Medal Point score 

Judges’ general comments  
for the Class 



10   SYDNEY ROYAL DISTILLED SPIRITS SHOW    

CHAMPIONSHIPS, TROPHIES AND SPECIAL PRIZES  
 

Champion Traditional Gin  

Eligible Class: 1  

2026 Winner: 

Triple Juniper Gin 
Never Never Distilling Co 
Class No. 1 / Cat No. 20 
 
Champion Contemporary Gin  

Eligible Class: 2  

2026 Winner: 
Sydney Dry Gin 
Lily Fields Distilling Co 

Class No. 2 / Cat No. 51 

 
Champion Other Gin  

Eligible Classes: 3 – 7 

2026 Winner: 

Juniper Freak Gin 

Never Never Distilling Co 
Class No. 4 / Cat No. 85 

  
Champion Vodka  

Eligible Classes: 8 – 11  

2026 Winner: 

Alkira Homemade Vodka 
Lexelle Pty Ltd 
Class No. 8 / Cat No. 112 

 
Champion Single Malt Whisky  

Eligible Classes: 12 

2026 Winner: 

Tapestry  
Fleurieu Distillery 
Class No. 12 / Cat No. 144 
 
Champion Grain or Blend Whisky  

Eligible Classes: 13 – 16 

2026 Winner: 

Country to Coast #7 

Black Gate & Fleurieu Distillery 
Class No. 13 / Cat No. 197 

 
Champion Cane Spirit or Rum  

Eligible Classes: 17 – 21 
2026 Winner: 

Rusty Barrel Spirits Spiced Rum 

Rusty Barrel Spirits 
Class No. 21 / Cat No. 224 
 

The JJ McWilliam Memorial Perpetual Trophy for Best Brandy  

Eligible Class: 22  

2026 Winner: 

St Agnes XO 15 Year Old 
St Agnes Distillery 
Class No. 22 / Cat No. 231 
 

Champion Liqueur  

Eligible Classes: 23 -28  

2026 Winner: 

Marionette Berry 
Marionette 
Class No. 23 / Cat No. 238 

 
Champion Alternative Spirit  

Eligible Class: 29  

2026 Winner: 

Pear Rajika 

DNA Distilling 
Class No. 29 / Cat No. 282 
 
Champion Ready to Drink  

Eligible Classes: 30 -36 
2026 Winner: 

Not Awarded 
 

Champion Non-Alcoholic Spirit  

Eligible Class: 37  

2026 Winner: 

Not awarded 
 
The Chair of Judges Annual Prize  

This Annual Prize is supported by the RAS of NSW. Awarded to the 
Exhibit that impressed the Chair of Judges the most that did not get 
an award elsewhere. 

2026 Winner: 

Ragazzi E Succo Amaro 

Ragazzi E Succo  
Class No. 28 / Cat No. 272 
 

Best NSW Distilled Spirit  

Eligible Class: 1-36 
2026 Winner: 

Ester Spirits x Young Henrys Single Malt 
Young Henrys and Ester Spirits  
Class No. 12 / Cat No. 142 

 

Best Distilled Spirit of Show  

Winners of the following Champions and Trophies are eligible: 
Traditional Gin, Contemporary Gin, Other Gin, Vodka, Single Malt 
Whisky, Grain or Blend Whisky, Cane Spirit or Rum, The JJ McWilliam 
Memorial Perpetual Trophy for Best Brandy, Liqueur, Alternative 
Spirit, Ready to Drink.  

2026 Winner: 

Marionette Berry 
Marionette 
Class No. 23 / Cat No. 238 
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INDEX TO EXHIBITORS 

 2 Iron Pty Ltd, Burleigh Heads QLD 
 https://norvvay.com.au/ 

 Amber Lane Distillery, Wyong Creek NSW 
 https://www.amberlanedistillery.com/ 

 Archie Rose Distilling Co., Banksmeadow NSW 
 https://archierose.com.au/ 

 Australian Honey Products, Sheffield TAS 
 https://ozhoney.com.au/ 

 Banks & Solander Distillery, Botany NSW 
 https://www.banksandsolander.com/ 

 Bass And Flinders Distillery, Dromana VIC 
 https://www.bassandflindersdistillery.com/ 

 Battery Point Distillery, Battery Point TAS 
 https://www.batterypointdistillery.com/ 

 Beyond Distilling, Busselton WA 
 https://www.beyondspirits.com.au/ 

 Blackwattle Distilling Co, Rozelle NSW 
 https://blackwattledistillery.com.au/ 

 Blue Mountains Gin Company, Katoomba NSW 
 https://bluemountainsgincompany.com.au/ 

 Bondi Liquor Co, Darlinghurst NSW 
 https://bondiliquor.com.au/ 

 Bright Night Spirits, Tarneit VIC 
 https://brightnight.com.au 

 Bunker Distillery, Spring Grove NSW 
 https://bunkerdistillery.com.au/ 

 Burly Distillery Pty Ltd T/A Burly Gin, Burleigh Heads QLD 
 https://burlygin.com/ 

 Bush Bloom Distllery, Hannam Vale NSW 
 https://www.bushbloomdistillery.com.au/ 

 Cap & Bells Pty Ltd (Marionette), Thomastown VIC 
 https://marionette.com.au/ 

 Coast Distillery, Warriewood NSW 
 https://coastdistillery.com.au 

 Coburn & Co Pty Ltd, Burrawang NSW 
 https://coburns.co/ 

 Craft Cartel Liquor, Five Dock NSW 
 https://craftcartel.com.au/ 

 Dacelo Distilling Pty Lyd, Mount Coolum QLD 
 https://dacelodistilling.com.au/ 

 Dharawal Distilling Co., Bellambi NSW 
 https://www.dharawal.co/ 

 Distrikt Developments Pty Ltd, Perth WA 
 https://www.distriktwhiskey.com/ 

 Dna Distillery, Condell Park NSW 
 https://www.dnadistillery.com/ 

 Duka Group Pty Ltd, Seven Hills NSW 
 N/A 

 Durras Distillery, Durras North NSW 
 https://durrasdistillery.com.au/ 

 Ester Spirits, Marrickville NSW 
 https://esterspirits.com.au/ 

 Eureka Distilling, Marrickville NSW 
 https://eurekadistilling.com 

 Everyday Legacy Craft Distillery, Queanbeyan NSW 
 https://everydaylegacy.com.au/ 

 Far Distilling, Pokolbin NSW 
 https://fardistilling.com.au/ 

 Fellr, North Bondi NSW 
 https://www.drinkfellr.com/ 

 Finders Distillery, St Leonards NSW 
 https://www.findersdistillery.com/ 

 Fleurieu Distillery, Goolwa SA 
 https://fleurieudistillery.com.au/ 

 Four Pillars Distillery, Healesville VIC 
 https://fourpillarsgin.com/ 

 Foxdog Distillery, Mogo NSW 
 https://foxdogdistillery.com/ 

 Gillies Bros Distillery, Manton NSW 
 https://www.gilliesbrosdistillery.com.au/ 

 Glenrowan Whisky, Edi Upper VIC 
 https://highcountryfinefoods.com.au/ 

 Glowed Up, Hazelbrook NSW 
 https://www.vikisvodka.com/ 

 Grada Group Holdings Pty Ltd, Kallista VIC 
 https://grada.au/ 

 Hang 10 Distillery, Warriewood NSW 
 https://hang10distillery.com.au/ 

 Herbit Liquor, Dromana VIC 
 https://herbitgin.com/ 

 Hillgrove Distillery, Budgee Budgee NSW 
 https://www.hillgrovedistillery.com.au/ 

 Hillman Bros. Distilling Co., Marchmont NSW 
 https://hillmanbros.com.au/ 

 Hold Fast Distillery, Braidwood NSW 
 https://holdfastdistillery.com.au 

 Imperial Measures Distilling, Thebarton SA 
 https://imperial-measures-distilling.myshopify.com/ 

 Inspirited Pty Ltd, Auburn NSW 
 https://inspiritedbitters.com.au/ 

 Jance Distillery, Rouse Hill NSW 
 https://jance.com.au/ 

 Jervis Bay Distilling Co., Woollamia NSW 
 https://jervisbaydistilling.com.au/ 

 Karu Distillery, Richmond NSW 
 https://karudistillery.com.au/ 

 Lexelle Pty Ltd, Seven Hills NSW 
 https://alkiradistilling.com.au/ 

 Lily Fields Distilling Co, Annandale NSW 
 https://www.lilyfieldsgin.com.au/ 

 Lobo Juice And Cider Pty Ltd, Lenswood SA 
 https://www.lobocider.com.au 

 Lord Byron Distillery, Byron Bay NSW 
 https://lordbyrondistillery.com.au/ 

 Lord Howe Island Distilling Co., Lord Howe Island NSW 
 https://lhidistillingco.com.au/ 

 Majella Wines, Coonawarra SA 
 https://www.majellawines.com.au/ 

 Mcgregor & Young Distillery, Port Adelaide SA 
 https://mcgregorandyoung.com 

 Metcalf Distilleries, Molesworth TAS 
 https://www.metcalfdistilleries.com/ 

 Millsheds Distillery And Bar, Bowral NSW 
 https://www.millsheds.com.au/ 

 Moonshiner Distillery, Chippendale NSW 
 https://moonshiner.com.au 

 Never Never Distilling Co, Mclaren Vale SA 
 https://neverneverdistilling.com.au/ 

 Noble Bootleggers Distilling Co, Longlea VIC 
 https://www.noblebootleggers.com/ 

 Pants Off Distillery, Warnervale NSW 
 https://www.pantsoff.com.au/ 

 Playfair Gin, Sydney NSW 
 https://www.playfairgin.com/ 

 Port Jackson Distilling Co, Neutral Bay NSW 
 https://portjacksondistillingco.com.au/ 

 Ragazzi E Succo Aperitivo’S, Woodville West SA 
 https://www.ragazziesucco.com/ 

 Reedy Swamp Distillery, Bega NSW 
 https://reedyswampdistillery.com.au/ 
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 Roo Shooter, Burleigh Heads QLD 
 https://redroovodka.com/ 

 Rusty Barrel Spirits, Caringbah NSW 
 https://rustybarrelspirits.com.au/ 

 Rusty Penny Brewing, Penrith NSW 
 https://rustypennybrewing.com.au/ 

 Saint Juniper, Tempe NSW 
 https://saintjuniper.com.au/ 

 Sawmill Gin, Sevenhill SA 
 https://www.sawmillgin.com/ 

 Spice Route Spirits, Moruya NSW 
 https://anarachai.com/ 

 St Agnes Distillery, Renmark South SA 
 https://angove.com.au/ 

 Tailgate Spirits + Cocktails, Northgate QLD 
 https://tailgatespirits.au 

 The Apple Thief, Batlow NSW 
 https://theapplethief.com.au 

 The Canberra Distillery, Mitchell ACT 
 https://thecanberradistillery.com.au/ 

 The Farmers Wife Distillery, Allworth NSW 
 https://farmerswifedistillery.com.au/ 

 Timboon Railway Shed Distillery, Timboon VIC 
 https://www.timboondistillery.com.au/ 

 Tria Prima, Mount Barker SA 
 https://www.triaprima.com.au/ 

 Unexpected Guest Distillery, Marrickville NSW 
 https://unexpectedguest.com.au/ 

 Variations Distillery, Ravenswood WA 
 https://variationsdistillery.com.au/ 

 Whipper Snapper Distillery, East Perth WA 
 https://whippersnapperdistillery.com/ 

 Willing Distillery, Winnellie NT 
 https://www.willingdistillery.com.au/ 

 Wolfsbane Pty Ltd, Subiaco WA 
 https://wolfsbane.com.au/ 

 Xyton Aeroponics & Hydroponics Pty Ltd, Cranbourne North  
 VIC 
 https://herbalspirit.com.au/ 
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NOTES 



HOWIE PAVILION & LAWN

SYDNEY
SHOWGROUND

1 9  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6

Spend an afternoon with friends tasting 1000+ medal 
winning wines, beer & cider, plus Sydney Royal award-

winning produce at the Grape, Grain and Graze Festival.

Saturday, 19 September 2026
Sydney Showground, Sydney Olympic Park

Be the first to know! Get access to early bird tickets by 
signing up to be notified when they are on sale here:

www.rasnsw.com.au/events/grape-grain-graze/

Celebrating excellence in Australian agriculture

Sip the afternoon away



The RAS thanks the sponsors of the 
2026 Sydney Royal Distilled Spirits Show for their valued 
support in celebrating excellence in Australian agriculture 

and regional communities.




